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Grammatical Guidelines of Interpreters in Sibawayh's Book

Dr. Ali mahmoud Ahmed Mohamed Kheir
Associate Professor of Syntax and Morphology,Arabic language College ,Qassim University

Abstract. This study deals with some grammatical guidelines of interpreters in Sibawayh's book. It is
common to see interpreters benefiting from the views of the grammarians while the opposite is rarely
attested. Such practice is remarkable particularly in the books of the earlier scholars like Sibawayh.
Sibawayh benefited from these grammatical views of interpreters in some sections in his book and he
mentioned the word (interpreters) in four of these sections. After a considerable meditation and survey,
the researcher found out that the unnamed sections are more than the named ones but the researcher just
summarized all into other four sections to make a total of eight.

The researcher presented, analyzed and discussed these issues and traced back the related ideas to
their sources and supporters usually during and before Sibawayh's era. Some of these ideas could be
traced back to Ibn Abbass (May Allah be pleased with him) or to one of his students like Mojahid Bn Jabr
, Hassan Al-Busri, Qatada Ben Daama Al-Sadossi, Jayd Ben Assalam And Sufyan Al-Thori. This
indicates that Sibawayh did not isolate himself from interpretation movement at that time. As he benefited
from histeachers of grammar, he also benefited from interpreters.

Sibawayh distinguished between the views of his teachers, like Al-Khalil, and the views of
interpreters. Thus, he would cite Al-Khalil's views together with the interpreters' in order to show that his
own views are different from theirs. For instance, according to the interpreters the word (4:s) means
(5 &) while Al-Khaleel considers the same word as a combination of (ss)and (&1S) and so forth.

In all sections where Sibawayh cited the ideas of interpreters, he aimed to support his own favored
ideas. For example, he favored the non-declination of trilateral feminine nouns of the type CVCCV
supporting this with a way of recitation of Quranic verse (U=« !shal)without nunation (¢xs%). Moreover,
he adopted the views of interpreters concerning the (Letters) at the openings of some (Quranic Chapters
_sll) as names for such (chapters). The third example, is that the word (»>3)means (=) and (J#)means
(3¥) and so on.
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